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RELIABLE SERVICE AND
COMMITMENT TO YOU

Covington Water District is proud to
present your annual Water Quality
Report. This edition summarizes the
results of water quality testing com-
pleted from January through December
of 2024. The results contained in this
report show that Covington Water Dis-
trict is providing safe potable water that
meets or exceeds federal and state reg-
ulatory agency requirements. We hope
the contents of this report are useful and
informative.

If you have any questions or concerns
regarding the information contained
in this report, please contact Glenn
Stockman, Water Quality Lead at 253-
867-0944 or glenn.stockman@coving-
tonwater.com.

Our Drinking Water Source
The District’s primary supply comes
from the Green River in south King
County. The Green River Watershed is

a 231-square-mile forested area that
serves as a collection point for melting
snow and seasonal rainfall in an unin-
habited area of the Cascade Mountains
between Chinook and Snoqualmie
passes. Tacoma Water owns land along
the river, which accounts for approxi-
mately 11 percent of the watershed.

Through agreements with other
landowners, Tacoma limits access and
carefully controls all activities within
the watershed such as recreation, road
maintenance and logging. Tacoma also
owns and operates seven wells on the
North Fork of the Green River within the
watershed and takes water from those
sources during periods when Green
River water is unavailable due to high
turbidity.

Covington Water District supple-
ments the Green River supply, also
referred to as the Regional Water Supply
System (RWSS), with its own ground

Our primary supply is from the Green River in south King County, Washington.

water sources (wells).

Partnership for the Community
In 2015, RWSS’s Green River Water Sup-
ply Filtration Facility came online. The
filtration facility is capable of treating
up to 150 million gallons of water per
day. The Green River Filtration Facility
provides filtered surface water with
improved reliability and water quality
including:

«  Protection against a broad range of
contaminants, including giardia and
cryptosporidium

«  Improved taste, odor, and appear-
ance of the water.

«  Reduced amounts of silt and sand
entering the water system.

«  Minimized natural organic material,
which helps reduce byproducts
from the disinfection processes.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
FOR YOUR HEALTH

Inportant Information for

Your Health

Drinking water, including bottled water,
may reasonably be expected to contain
at least small amounts of some contam-
inants. The presence of contaminants
does not necessarily indicate that water
poses a health risk. More information
about contaminants and potential
health effects can be obtained by calling
the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline,
(1-800-426-4791).

Some people may be more
vulnerable to contaminants in drinking
water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons, such as
persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people
with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, and some elderly, and infants
can be particularly at risk from infec-
tions. These people should seek advice
about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on
appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(1-800-426-4791).

Unregulated Contaminant
Monitoring Rule

The 1996 amendments to the Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA) require that
once every five years, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) issues a
new list of no more than 30 unregulated
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contaminants to be monitored by public
water systems (PWS’s). The Unregulated
Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR)
provides EPA and other interested par-
ties with scientifically valid data on the
occurrence of contaminants in drinking
water. This data serves as a primary
source of occurrence and exposure
information that the agency uses to
develop regulatory decisions.

Minerals - Lead & Copper
Studies cited by the EPA show that
ingesting lead or copper can cause
health problems, especially in pregnant
women and young children. Lead and
copper found in drinking water usually
comes from home plumbing. Some
homes have higher levels than other
homes. Water with a low pH can cause
copper from copper pipes and lead
from the solder (used to connect the
pipes), to dissolve directly from pipes
into the drinking water. Lead-based
solder was banned in 1986, but small
amounts of lead can still be found in
many brass-plumbing fixtures and can
slowly dissolve into water that has been
left standing in pipes for longer periods
of time.

Federal and state drinking water
rules establish “action levels” allowable
for lead and copper in water samples
collected from homes. At least 90
percent of the samples collected may
have no more than 0.015 milligrams of
lead in one liter of water and no more
than 1.3 milligrams of copper per liter.

Once every 3 (three) years, the District
samples 30 homes for lead and copper.
The most recent sampling was com-
pleted in 2022. Results show our system
is below action levels for both lead and
copper (see the lead and copper results
for 2022 in the Water Quality Analytical
Results chart on page 9). Although we
have met regulatory requirements, we
will continue to monitor and adjust pH
levels to reduce corrosion in pipes. We
will test again this year (2025) and
those lead results for will be shown in
the next year’s (2026) Annual Drinking
Water Quality Report.

Pregnant women and young
children can be more vulnerable to lead
in drinking water than the general
population. If you have concerns about
lead levels in the water at your home,
have your water tested. Running water
between 30 seconds and 2 minutes
after it sits stagnant in the pipes for a
few hours can help clean the tap and
reduce the amount of lead and/or
copper in your water. A change in the
temperature of water will also tell you
when fresh water arrives. Information
on lead in drinking water, testing
methods, and steps you can take to
minimize exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(1-800-426-4791) or at
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.









WATER QUALITY ANALYTICAL RESULTS

Covington Water District Water Quality Table 2024

Regulated Year MCL (Maximum MCLG (Ideal Raggfeggg\g 4 Regulation Potential Sources of
Substances Sampled  amount allowed) amount or less) Met Contaminant
Exceed AL
Regulated at the Source
Nitrate ppm 2024 10 ppm 10 ppm Highest = 1.48 ppm YES Natural erosion
Run-off or leaching
from firefighting foam,
PFOA (Perfluorooctanic = _ industrial discharge,
Acid) ppt 2024 10ppt NA Highest = 3.8 ppt YES and landiills,
wastewater treatment
plants
Run-off or leaching
from firefighting foam,
PFOS (Perfluorooctane - _ industrial discharge,
Sulfonic Acid) ppt | 2024 15 ppt NA Highest = 9.9 ppt YES and landfills,
wastewater treatment
plants
Run-off or leaching
PEHXS from firefighting foam,
. _ industrial discharge,
(Perfluorohexane ppt 2024 65 ppt NA Highest = 6.6 ppt YES
Sulfonic Acid) sl s
wastewater treatment
plants
Run-off or leaching
from firefighting foam,
PFBS (Perfluorobutane - _ industnial discharge,
Sulfonic Acid) ppt 2024 345 ppt NA Highest = 14.0 ppt YES and landfills,
wastewater treatment
plants
Regulated in the Distribution System
: _ MRDLG = L
Chlorine ppm 2024 MRDL =4 ppm 4ppm 0.21-1.37 ppm YES Treatment additive
) Highest — 1.25 ppm »
Fluoride ppm 2024 4 ppm 4 ppm Average - 0.63 ppm YES Treatment additive
2 Positive Samples Coliforms are naturally
Total Coliforms % 2024 <5% Positive 0 Total Samples Collected = YES present in the
751 environment
Haloacetic Acids Foiest =l G o o i
(HAA's) ppb 2024 60 ppb NA LRAA 11 £0'14-62 YES Disinfection interaction
p
: Highest = 34 43
Total T "% | ppb | 2024 80 ppb NA LEAXSW_?_%_&W YES | Disinfection interaction
PP

Results*/Homes . -
Regulated Year . MCLG (Ideal - . Regulation Potential Sources of
Substances Sampled Action Level + amount or less) Exceelt_iér\}%ﬁcuon Met Contaminant
Regulated at the Customer’s Tap
Lead ppb 2022 AL =15 ppb 0 2.6 ppb*/0 of 36 YES Household plumbing
Copper ppm | 2022 AL = 1.3 ppm 1.3 ppm -136 ppm*/0 of 36 YES Household plumbing

* 90* Percentile: i.e_, 90 percent of the samples were less than the values shown.
+ The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.

e

Scan Here to learn more about PFOS and
PFOA.
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WH ERE YOU CAN G ET Covington Water District Board Meetings
AD DITI O NAL Covington Water District Board meetings are regularly

scheduled open public meetings held at 4:30pm,
I N FO RMAT'O N on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month.
Visit our website for meeting information
www.covingtonwater.com/35/Board

Covington Water District
18631 SE 300th Place
Covington, WA 98042
www.covingtonwater.com
(253) 631-0565

Water Quality Lead
(253) 867-0944
glenn.stockman@covingtonwater.com

Customer Service Department
(253) 631-0565

customer.service@covingtonwater.com COMMISSIONERS:
Alan Eades
Washington State Department of Health Kevin Fuhrer
(253) 395-6750 Brad Lake
www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw David B. Roselle
Tal Weberg

United States Environmental Protection
Agency

www.epa.gov/safewater

Safe Drinking Water Hotline

(800) 426-4791

The hotline and EPA website offers information about
drinking water contaminants and their potential health affects
as well as guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control about appropriate ways to reduce the risk of infection

by cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants. .
Both sources also offer information about lead in drinking GENERAL MANAGER:
water, testing methods and steps you can take to minimize Thomas Keown, PE.
exposure.
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